PATENT COOPERATION TREATO^ 

PCT J— 



3 MAR 20OJ5 



PCT 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY" 

(Chapter II of the Patent Cooperation Treaty) . -> » 

(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
NG/22729 



FOR FURTHER ACTION 



See Form PCT/IPEAAU6 



International application No. 
PCT/GB2004y001566 



International filing date (dayAnonthfyear) 
08.04.2004 



Priority date (dayAnonthfyear) 
08.04.2003 



International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 
B65D81/S4 



Applicant 

FFP PACKAGING SOLUTIONS LIMITED et al. 



This report is the international preliminary examination report, established by this International Preliminary Examining 
Authority under Article 35 and transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. examining 

This REPORT consists of a total of 5 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising: 

a. □ sent to the applicant and to the International Bureau) a total of sheets, as follows: 

□ sheets of the description, claims andybr drawings which have been amended and are the basis of this report 
andvbr sheets containing rectifications authorized by this Authority (see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the 
Administrative Instructions). 1 mts 

□ sheets which supersede earlier sheets, but which this Authority considers contain an amendment that goes 
SuppTem^ m internatlonal application as filed, as indicated in item 4 of Box No. I and the 



b. □ 



(sent to the International Bureau only) a total of (indicate type and number of electronic carrierfs)) , containinq a 
sequence listing and^r tab es related thereto, in computer readable form only, as indicated in the Supplemental 
Box Relating to Sequence Listing (see Section 802 of the Administrative Instructions) wiwwnwi 
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Box No. I Basis of the report 



1 - ssriTssst 1 on ,he in,ema,ionai app,,oa,ion ,n ,he ten9ua = e * •«* ■ — 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

2. With regard to the elements* of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which 
have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Arttole U ^ 

report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report): ™™r article are referred to in this 

Description, Pages 

1 ' 6 as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

1 " 1 0 received on 02.03.2005 with letter of 28.02.2005 

□ a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

3. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

• 

4 ' hL 32 hLTn°m?Hf b?Sn e f ab " shed u as * (some of)\he amendments annexed to this report and listed below 
Suppleme^al ^ox (f^le^ 70^(c)) f VS ^ C ° nS ' dered t0 9 ° b6y ° nd the disdosure as fi,e * as indicated in the 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may be marked "superseded. » 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1,4,6-10 




No: 


Claims 


2,3,5 


Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1,4 




No: 


Claims 


2,3,5-10 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-10 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70:7): 
see separate sheet 
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REPORT ON PATENTABILITY International application No. 

(SEPARATE SHEET) 

" 1 . PCT/GB2004/001*fifi 

Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, Inventive step or industrial applicability, 
citations and explanations supporting such statement PP»cab.l.ty, 

Reference is made to the following document: 

D1: US 2001/036518 A1 (CABLE KEVIN ET AL) 1 November2001 (2001-11-01) 



1. 



3. 



The amendments filed with the letter dated 28.02.2005 introduce subject-matter which 

SE£ ^ C ° ntent ° f ^ aPP ' iCat,0n aS f ' ,ed ' COntra * to ArtiL 3 T(2Kb pct 

Claim 2 has been amended by the addition of a statement that the envelope is flexible 

fHed thtt I' 8 "^r 6 diSC,OS6d ' neith6r fn thS deSCript '° n nor in the Cairns as orSnat 
fled, that the envelope ,s flexible. The amendment cannot therefore be allowed 

According to Rule 70.2(c) PCT, this report will be established as if the abovementioned 
amendment had not been, i.e. on the basis of the application as original 

The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT because the 
subject-matter of claim 2 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT 

The document D1 discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this document): 

c\mprir g: SUitab ' e t0 ^ ^ betWee " ^ P ' at6S ° f 9 dam She " heater > the P^kage 
- a sealed envelope (12,14,16,18) of film material, the envelope comprising a first 
structura layer (14) and a second coating layer (16), the coatingfcyer (16 befng hea 

ana ?n£ t0 ?° * e * e Sea,S bein 9 P ee,able at * P'edetelned temperature 

and into mal pressure to vent the package during heating (see paragraph [0024]) 

l8 02"oTLt the S "I ^V 1 : 6 aPPHCant " S ar9Ument ' fi,6d With his of 
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The subject-matter of claim 2 is therefore not new (Article 33(2) PCT). 

Dependent claims 3 and 5 to 10 do not contain any features which, in combination with 
the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT in 
respect of novelty and/or inventive step, see document D1 and the corresponding 
passages cited in the search report. 
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CLAIMS: 



>. A method of previding a heated food preduct comprising; pre-fonning food 

the seals of the package bemg peelable under condition, of elevated temperature and 
pressure within fce envelope „ vent fc phJ^T^ 
between the plates of a Cam-shel. heater, Cosing the plates ofth LTheU b~ 

removmg me ood preset and envelope a- the Cam-sheU heater, ^ 
produce™, the envelope; and discarding the envCope. 

2. A package for canying out the method of Cairn 1, the package comprising a food 

product contained within a seafed envCope of fi ta materia,, me 

a^dcomprtstng a to struchmU 1 a y er and a second coaring iayer. the colg .ay^Img 

and internal pressure to vent the rackaite d„ri„„ w:_. 



* g toCaim 2w he^ 

-ring ,ayer me fibn comprises a fitrther bye, preferabiy a fiuther arucuL 



4- A "^~-*g«.«ta2<r«to 3 *^ 

lammated within the film material. ntormoictais 
5^ A package according «o any of Cairns 2-4 wherein me fir* structural layer is of 

scaled ^^T^ * " " *» « 'ongitudina, 

sealed seam and transverse end sealed . . 

configuration. Seams and ,s of pUiow-like 



AMENDED SHEET 



I- A package acceding to any of Cairns 2-6 wherein the envelope is made hr-sftu 
around theibod product — — - — 

8. A package according to any of claims 2-7 wherein the food prodac is cooked 
before the envelope is formed. 

9. A package according to any of claims 2-8 wherein the film remains intact at 
temperatures of up to at least 425°F. 



10. A package according to any of claims 2-9 wherein the package is deep 



frozen. 
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